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Captioning and Description 

of this Webinar (per 29 U.S.C 794d)

Captioning: This webinar is being real-time open captioned.

Description of slides: To ensure that any participants with limits to 

their vision will be aware of everything on the screen, I will read and 

describe key points on each of the slides as well as provide a lot of 

additional information verbally.



green areas = National Forests = 193 million acres



U.S. Forest Service

193 Million Acres



Alaska



Puerto Rico



California



NH/Maine









158,000 miles of Trails 



101 National Wild and Scenic Rivers



439 Wilderness Areas

36.7 million acres



33,000 Forest Service employees



WHY is accessibility

so important?



More than 57 million people have a disability.



15 % of disabilities 

are obvious.

85% of disabilities 

are unseen.



People recreate with their family and friends.
Annually of the 150 million NFS rec. visitors, 

8% self identify have a disability.



And disability often comes 

with aging.



Recreating on the National Forests…..



The NFS is like a Big Backyard



The NFS is like a Big Backyard



The NFS is like a Big Backyard



The NFS is like a Big Backyard









and… 

there are legal requirements…



Where does it say I have to do that?

 1968 Architectural Barriers Act (ABA): requires all 
facilities designed, constructed, altered, rented or 
leased by, for, or on behalf of a federal agency

…AND new or altered facilities on federal lands 
are required to comply with the applicable 

accessibility guidelines/standards. 



Where does it say I have to do that?

1973 Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act

 7 CFR 15 b for the Permit Holders

 Program must be open to all qualified people, unless their 

participation requires a change to the program that would 

“fundamentally alter” that program.

 No person can be denied participation in the program 

unless that person does not meet the essential eligibility 

requirements to participate in the program which are 

applied to all potential participants.



When is it “accessible”?

 “Accessible”= in compliance with the most 
stringent Federal or Forest Service accessibility 
guidelines in place at the time it was constructed, 
altered, reconstructed, purchased, rented or 
leased. 

 When a facility or a constructed feature is 
constructed, altered, reconstructed, replaced, 
purchased, rented or leased. 
 that facility or constructed feature must be brought into 

compliance with the most stringent Federal or Forest 
Service accessibility guidelines in place at that time 



Accessibility Standards and Guidelines

 Architectural Barriers Act Accessibility Standard (ABAAS) 2006

 FS Outdoor Recreation Accessibility Guidelines (FSORAG) 2013     

 campgrounds, picnic areas, viewing overlooks, beach access, etc. 

 FS Trail Accessibility Guidelines (FSTAG) 2013

 New trails, with a Designed Use of Hiker/Pedestrian, that connect 
directly to the trailhead or connect  directly to a currently 
accessible trail.

www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/accessibility



Which Accessibility Standards / Guidelines Apply Where?

Federal Agency Outdoor Developed Areas



Status of  Forest Service 

Recreation Accessibility

 25, 576 Accessible Campsites

 8,422 Accessible Recreation Buildings



Administrative Facilities



Visitor Information Centers





Exhibits

Clear floor space and within 48”…..



Exhibits 
operable with 1 closed fist…



Viewing

at 

Overlooks



Recreation 

Facilities



Picnicking



Camping



Camping



Camping Related Constructed Features



Picnic Tables



www.fs.fed.us

http://www.fs.fed.us/


Forest home page



www.recreation.gov

http://www.recreation.gov/


Interagency Passes

3 types - Interagency Passes 

 American the Beautiful, or Senior (age based) or 

Access (disability based).
The Golden Access Passport is still honored - for life of holder.

Interagency Access Pass

 Free, lifetime pass issued …in person…to an U.S. 

resident who shows 1 of 3 types of documentation

 that the person has been medically determined to have a 

permanent disability that limits one or more of that person’s 

major life activities.



Where to get Access Pass?

 In person, with proper documentation,

at a participating Federal recreation office. 

 See Site Locations that issue the Access Pass on 

website:

http://store.usgs.gov/pass/access.html.

 By mail for $10 document processing fee.

http://store.usgs.gov/pass/PassIssuanceList.pdf
http://store.usgs.gov/pass/access.html


3 Types of Written Documentation

 A statement signed by a licensed physician

or

 A document issued by a Federal agency

or

 A document issued by a State agency



Statement from a Licensed Physician

 A statement signed by a licensed physician

attesting that the applicant has a permanent 

physical, mental, or sensory impairment that 

substantially limits one or more major life 

activities.

 A document does not have to state the nature 

of the impairment.

 That is confidential medical information.



Document issued by Federal agency such as the 

Veteran's Administration



Document issued by Federal agency such as the 

Veteran's Administration



Document issued by Federal agency such as the 

Social Security Disability 



Not accepted as proof of disability



Plan Ahead:

 Go to www.fs.fed.us select by State or by 

Name of National Forest.

 Select Recreation in left column. Then the type of 

activity your interested in pursuing.

 www.recreation.gov for reservations at 

campgrounds and more.

 www.store.usgs.gov/pass/access.html

For Access Pass information 

 also can order by mail ($10) if preferred to getting 

it free in person..

http://www.fs.fed.us/
http://www.recreation.gov/
http://www.store.usgs.gov/pass/access.html

